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IN THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF STATE 

CAPTURE, CORRUPTION AND FRAUD IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR, INCLUDING 

ORGANS OF STATE (“THE COMMISSION”) 

 

 STATEMENT OF HLENGIWE CHRISTOPHINA MGABADELI 

I, the undersigned,   

HLENGIWE CHRISTOPHINA MGABADELI 

do hereby state that:  

1. I am a member of the African National Congress. I have served in parliament 

from April 2004 to June 2014.  I have also served on several parliamentary 

committees, including the Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence (“the 

Committee”). I unfortunately do not recall the period service to the Committee. 

I served in this Committee together with, amongst others, Ms. Mabel 

Patronella (“Vytjie”) Mentor (“Ms. Mentor”). 

 

2. The facts contained in this statement are both true and correct, and within my 

personal knowledge, unless the context provides otherwise. 

 

3. I have been requested by the Commission to provide a statement in respect 

of the evidence by Ms. Mentor, that in the year 2010, she disclosed to me that 

the Gupta family had offered her a ministerial position. 
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4. I have read Ms. Mentor’s statement dated 25 July 2018 and in particular, 

paragraph 103, where she mentions me as one of the people to whom she 

had disclosed this offer. I have also been provided with the relevant transcript 

in respect of her allegations in paragraph 103 of her statement. I have since 

been provided with the transcript of 12 February 2019 by the Commission and 

have been advised by the Commission that Ms. Mentor has corrected what 

she had originally stated in her statement at paragraph 103 to 104, as well as 

during her testimony at the hearing during August 2018, insofar as her 

disclosure to me, Mr. Dennis Bloem and Mr. Siyabonga Cwele is concerned. 

This transcript discloses that in her correction, Ms. Mentor states that the 

disclosure was made to me personally, during a conversation between the two 

of us.  

 

5. I have tried my level best to recall this conversation, but I unfortunately do not 

recall any conversation at which Ms. Mentor made any disclosure to me of a 

ministerial position offer by the Gupta family during the year 2010. 

 

6. I note that on page 67 of the transcript dated 12 February 2019 at lines 13 to 

15, Ms. Mentor states that, "I have said also to the legal team of the 

Commission I may have discussed it with Mrs Mgabadeli may be able to 

corroborate.  I also said to the SS member of the standing committee on 

intelligence." (my emphasis). However, as stated above, I do not recall the 

said disclosure being made to me. 

 

7. I pause to mention that years ago, Ms. Mentor was my neighbour at the 

parliamentary village in Cape Town and we were very close, as we came from 

the same political party. We also have a lot of similarities when analysing 

issues. Therefore, I have no reason to act in a vexatious manner by stating 

that I do not recall her disclosure to me. I mean it. 

 

8. Ms. Mentor later moved to another section of the same parliamentary village, 

which was very far from me. I cannot remember the year, but until I left 

parliament in June 2014, Ms. Mentor was no longer my neighbour. 
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9. This is all I can assist the Commission with. 

 
 

_____________________________________ 

 
HLENGIWE CHRISTOPHINA MGABADELI 

 
DATE: ___ / ____ / _____ 
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