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IN THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO STATE CAPTURE, CORRUPTION AND
FRAUD IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR INCLUDING ORGANS OF STATE

AFFIDAVIT

l, the undersigned,

SIYABONGA MAHLANGU

do hereby make oath and state that:

1 . I am an adult non-practising attorney and former Special Advisor to the former

Minister of Public Enterprises, Mr Malusi Gigaba. I served as Minister Gigaba's

Special Advisor for the period 1 December 2010 to 24 May 2014.

2. The facts contained in this affidavit are, save where otherwise indicated by the

context, within my personal knowledge and are, to the best of my knowledge and

belief, true and correct.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS AFFIDAVIT

3. On 12 March 2021,I received a notice in terms of Rule 3.3 of the Rules of the

Judicial Commission of lnquiry lnto State Capture (the "Rule 3.3 Notice") notifying

me that the Commission intends to present the evidence of Mrs Nomachule

Gigaba at some future date.

4. Attached to the Rule 3.3 Notice were paragraphs extracted from Mrs Gigaba's

affidavit, which paragraph 2 of the Rule 3.3 Notice informed me may implicate me

in certain conduct - the conduct described in paragraphs 2.1 lo 2.2 of the Rule

3.3 Notice.

>t'l
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5. Paragraph 2 of the Rule 3.3 Notice summarises the allegations that relate to me

made by Mrs Gigaba in her affidavit. ln summary, she alleges that:

5.1 . I frequently attended meetings with Minister Gigaba and Messrs Thami

Msomi and Ajay Gupta at the Gupta family residence in her presence;

5.2.The meetings in question involved confidential matters of state, including the

affairs of the Department of Public Enterprises ('DPE), Transnet, and South

African Airways;

5.3. Minister Gigaba informed her that I was:

5.3.1. to collect a sum of R425 000 on his behalf from Mr Ajay Gupta; and

5.3.2. to assist the Minister's sister to have her name removed from the

Credit Bureau.

6. ln this affidavit, I respond to Mrs Gigaba's affidavit as it relates to me.

AD PARAGRAPHS 22 to 25

7. ldeny that:

7.1 . I visited the Gupta residence frequently with Minister Glgaba and that

Mrs Gigaba frequently met me at the Gupta residence;

7.2.1 was ever invited or required to attend a meeting with Minister Gigaba and

Ajay Gupta. Nor did I ever hold a meeting, on my own, with Ajay Gupta; and

7.3. I ever held any meeting with Minister Gigaba, Mr Msomi, and Mr Ajay Gupta.

7.4. I have ever discussed matters of Transnet, Eskom or SAA in any meeting

with the Minister, Mr Msomi and Ajay Gupta.

8li/
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8. ln my affidavit to the Commission dated 9 September 2019, I set out my

interactions with members of the Gupta family. Those include my attendances at

their home in Saxonwold and the kind of issues raised with me by Mr Rajesh

Gupta for discussion, the only member of the Gupta family with whom I had

meetings with at the Gupta residence.

9. The meetings I referred to in my affldavit of 9 September 2019 are the only

meetings I had at the Gupta residence, all of which were with Rajesh Gupta (and

not Ajay Gupta as alleged by Mrs Gigaba). To the best of my recollection, on

none of these occasions did I encounter Mrs Gigaba. I have no recollection of

ever seeing her at the Gupta residence.

10. I never attended a meeting with Minister Gigaba at the Gupta residence. I recall

only one instance when I met Minister Gigaba at the Gupta residence. This was

by happenstance. I was leaving the residence after a meeting with Mr Rajesh

Gupta and Minister Gigaba was arriving. I have no knowledge whether

Mrs Gigaba was with the Minister, but I did not see her.

AD PARAGRAPH 58

1 1 . The relationship between me and Minister Gigaba was professional in nature. On

the few occasions that he sought legal advice from me on private matters, I would

give him informal advice, and suggest that he consult a practising attorney for

fuller legal advice. Apart from this, I would have no further involvement with his

private matters

12. I was never required by Minister Gigaba to resolve a Credit Bureau "black-listing"

for his sister, as alleged by Mrs Gigaba. At some stage, ldo not recall when,

Minister Gigaba requested me to advise his sister about the legal challenges that

she faced as a result of the closure of her optometry practice. The Minister did

not mention or ask me to deal with any issue of her "black listing". I had a

discussion with Minister Gigaba's sister in which I explained to her the legal

options available to her to resolve her challenges * including Oto*r'nn.|lrA
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services of an attorney to as$ist her with her matter. That was the extent of my

involvement.

13. I have no knowledge of what Minister Gigaba told Mrs Gigaba that I would do for

him or for his sister. Notwithstanding that, I deny that the Minister requested me

to collect R425 000 or any amount at all from Mr Gupta as alleged by

Mrs Gigaba. I did not collect any monies from Mr Gupta on behalf of Minister

Gigaba.

14.1 have no idea why Minister Gigaba would have informed Mrs Gigaba, if he did,

that I would resolve his sister's "black-listing" and that I would collect money on

his behalf from Ajay Gupta for that purpose. I had no dealings whatsoever with

Ajay Gupta.

CONCLUSION

15. The allegations of Mrs Gigaba relating to me are false.

16. I did not assist Minister Gigaba's sister to resolve the issue of her "blackJisting". I

gave her informal legal advice and advised her to procure the services of a
practising attorney to assist her,

17.1t is false that lwas required by Minister Gigaba to collect monies from Ajay

Gupta on his behalf for any purpose.

18.1 did not hold any meetings with Ajay Gupta or collect any monies from him on

behalf of Minister Gigaba.

_s,
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