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MR. MOHAMMED BOBAT QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

1. Would you please inform the Commission about your relationship concerning the following 
individuals? 
 

a) Eric Wood 

i.Where and when you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

b) Ian Whitley 

i.Where and when you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

 

C) David Douglas Des Van Rooyen 

i.Where and when did you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

 

d) Salim Essa 

i.Where and when you did you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 
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iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 
2. When did you become aware that Minister Nene was going to be dismissed by the former 

President JG Zuma (date)? 
 

3. Who informed you and why? 
 

4. When were you approached to be the advisor to the then Minister of Finance Des Van Rooyen 
(date)? 
 

5. How and who approached you for the position of the Minister Des Van Rooyen advisor? 
 

6. Were you aware of any Gupta brother(s) and/or Salim Essa involvement in your appointment 
as the advisor to the Minister? 
 

7. When did you resign from Regiments?  
 

8. It is alleged that on 26 October 2015; Mr Wood sent an email to Mr Essa pertaining to points 
for the Finance Minister. What is your knowledge of the National Treasury new initiatives that 
were allegedly drafted by Mr. Eric Wood?  
 

9. It is alleged that 13 February 2016; while in the employ of State, you attended “Turn-in 
alignment” session which was organised by Eric Wood. If you did; what was the reason for 
your attendance, and was the Department aware about this? 
 

10. It is alleged that you and Mr. Eric Wood did not attend the Regiments 2015-year end party 
because of certain commitments. Would you provide the Commission with reasons of your 
nonattendance; and further elaborate on where were you and with who during that day? 
 

11. On the 10th of December 2015; you allegedly introduced yourself as the advisor to the 
Minister. At that time Mr. Van Rooyen was officially a sworn in as a Minister and you had not 
signed any onboarding papers with the National Treasury as the advisor or employee. Why 
did you introduce yourself as the Ministers adviser? 
 

12. On 10 December 2015; you allegedly instructed a person responsible for Media Relations and 
Communications to issue all outgoing communications of the Department through you. In 
what capacity did you issue such an instruction? 
 

13. What is your knowledge of Minister des Van Rooyen fake Twitter account; and please explain 
the role you played? 
 

14. On 11th December 2015; you allegedly tried to stop the recruitment process of the Director of 
Communications. It is further alleged that you instructed one of the Senior Managers to vacate 
his office. In what capacity were you issuing these instructions? 
 

15.  Briefly explain how the Minister introduced you and Ian Whitley to the Senior Management 
of the National Treasury on the 10th of December 2015? 
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16. It is alleged that you requested documents pertaining the SAA A320/A330 airbus swop deal 

from the National Treasury to be emailed to your private email address. Why did you request 
that information and who gave you the authority to do so? 
 

17. It is alleged that on the 12th of December 2015; you forwarded National Treasury’s confidential 
information using your personal email (mohammed.bobat@gmail.com) to 
infoportal1@zoho.com and Eric Wood. What was the purpose of forwarding this confidential 
information to them and who gave you permission to do so?  
 

18. It is alleged that there were email communications between the then Cogta Minister Mr. Des 
Van Rooyen, Mr. Wood, Mr. Whitley and yourself during 14/15 December 2015; regarding the 
content of a draft media statement for Minister Des Van Rooyen, where you further discussed 
the usage of municipal/household assets for collateralisation. Can you confirm such 
communication; and if your answer is “yes” what was the role or function of Mr. Wood, and 
who mandated you to discuss Departmental programmes with Mr. Wood?  
 

19. Did you ever meet Mr. Duduzane Zuma; if so, how, when and why? 
 

20. Did you ever meet the Gupta Brothers; if so, who, how, when and why? 
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MR. IAN WHITLEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

1. Would you please inform the Commission about your relationship concerning the following 
individuals? 
 

a) Eric Wood 

i.Where and when you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

b) Mahommed Bobat 

i.Where and when you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

 

C) David Douglas Des Van Rooyen 

i.Where and when did you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 

iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

 

d) Salim Essa 

i.Where and when you did you first met?  

ii.Who else was present in you first meeting? 

iii.What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 
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iv.How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally use? 

 

e) Malcom Mabaso 

I. Where and when did you first met?  
 

II. Who else was present in you first meeting? 
 

III. What was the agenda or the purpose of that meeting? 
 

IV. How frequently did you communicate and what method of communication did you normally 
use? 
 

2. When did you become aware that Minister Nene was going to be dismissed by the former 
President JG Zuma (date)? 
 

3. Who informed you and why? 
 

4. When were you approached to be the advisor to the then Minister of Finance Des Van Rooyen 
(date)? 
 

5. How and who approached you for the position of the Minister Des Van Rooyen advisor? 
 

6. Were you aware of any Gupta brother(s) and/or Salim Essa involvement in your appointment 
as the advisor to the Minister? 
 

7. Why Mr. Malcom Mabaso was with you at the National Treasury offices on the 11th of 
December 2015; the day you were introduced to National Treasury Senior Management by 
the then Minister Des Van Rooyen and how he was introduced to the then DG Mr. Fuzile 
Lungisa? 
 

8. Based on your relationship with the Deputy Secretary of the African National Congress; is 
there any influence that she exerted in your appointment as the advisor to Minister Des Van 
Rooyen? 
 

9. It is alleged that during December 2015; you participated in the running of the National 
Treasury Department, without any legal binding document or contract with the Department. 
May you please explain; in what capacity you involved yourself in the running and 
management on the Department?  
 

10. Evidence suggest that on 12 December 2015; you received an email from Marlon Geswit on 
your personal email address (iwhitley39@gmail.com) with subject “Feedback from Minister 
Nkwinti meeting”; which you forwarded to Malcom@opensbs.co.za and 
mahommed.bobat@gmail.com.  What was your interest in the information contained in that 
email; and In what capacity you forwarded Departmental information?   
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11. It is alleged that there were email communications between the then Cogta Minister Mr. Des 
Van Rooyen, Mr. Wood, Mr. Bobat and yourself during 14/15 December 2015; regarding the 
content of a draft media statement for Minister Des Van Rooyen, where you further discussed 
the usage of municipal/household assets for collateralisation. Can you confirm such 
communication; and if your answer is “yes” what was the role or function of Mr. Wood, and 
who mandated you to discuss Departmental programmes with Mr. Wood?  

 

12.  Briefly explain how the Minister introduced you and Mahommed Bobat to the Senior 
Management of the National Treasury on the 10th of December 2015? 
 
 

13. Did you ever meet Mr. Duduzane Zuma; if so, how, when and why? 
 

14. Did you ever meet the Gupta Brothers; if so, who, how, when and why? 
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