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ANNEXURE 1:  

 

4.4.2 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF Mr MDLADLANA’S EVIDENCE TO MY VERSION 

 

(a)  I submit that the absence of former Minister Mdladlana’s version of the story 

is a missing link for me to do justice in the account of my actions in dealing 

with this matter, as it relates to the role I played in relating with or ought to 

relate with one Office, i.e the Office of the Minister of Labour, which happened 

to be occupied at different times by two Ministers during my turn as a Minister 

for Public Service and Administration, and where my role was that of support, 

when requested, i.e former Minister Mdladlana and former Minister Oliphant. 

 

(b)  The issues we are dealing with happened long time ago that my account 

depends on own original memory and the recollections from what those I 

worked with have to say, like, in this case, Ms Oliphant, so far. 

 
(c)  I will balance my recollection and provide a more useful account to the 

Commission and for public interest, if I am exposed to Mr Mdladlana’s 

version.   

 
(d)  If it was, and I guess it is, in the business of the Commission’s investigation 

to have me comment on whatever is said about this case and where my 

involvement is expressly cited or implied, it would have been helpful to me 

also to consider what he is saying on the matter, if any, of course depending 

on the Commission’s own interests and its chosen angle, because the support 
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I gave was to both of them holding the same Office at different times to each 

other. 

 
(e)   Even if the Commission’s interests would be to deal with this matter 

differently, I would request that I have such a version from Mr Mdladlana, so 

that I can meaningfully be of value in support of the Commission’s 

investigation and properly serve the unbiased interests of the public in my 

response.  

 
(f) I indicated in my Statement of 11 October 2019 when answering questions on 

the same Mr Manyi that I did all in his case in support of the two former 

Ministers and that there should surely be records in the Ministry of Labour 

through which facts can be established, and I state now that it is those 

records reference to which Mr Mdladlana’s version may address, that can 

assist the process. 

 
(g)  I can imagine that the only reason that his account has not been referred to 

me for consideration is that the Commission does not have such a Statement 

from him, possibly because he may not have been cited by any other witness 

as having information on this matter at the point of the Commission’s 

reference of Ms Oliphant’s case to me, but I recall having cited him in my 

statement of 11 October, though only in title, and that reference makes it 

relevant to call for such a version. 

 
(h)  I repeat that there is a strong case to request his version because he was 

occupying the same position that Ms Oliphant as his immediate successor 

held, thus for a smooth flow of my version in matters concerning the Ministry 
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of Labour during my turn as Minister for Public Service and Administration, 

and in particular concerning the ins- and outs of Mr Manyi, such a version is 

paramount.  

 
(i)  A problem with the absence of his Statement is that I will use suppositions 

when dealing with part of my account that refers to his position on the matter 

and it will not be helpful for me, as I would prefer the same logic applicable on 

my involvement during my time and his as Ministers, respectively, coming in 

only after his request, and not advising him by taking a lead in initiatives. 

 
(j) I think it is in order for me to request the Commission to provide me with his 

version on this matter before I conclude my submission, so that even the day I 

appear before the Commission for oral hearing, if it will be so, I would do so 

having fully applied my mind and articulate to the best interest of the 

expectations the public has on the outcome of the Commission’s inquiry, 

rather than feel ambushed in case I get confronted with his version during the 

hearing. 

 
(k)  Take an account of dealing with Mr Manyi’s dismissal, for instance, because, 

as and when we dig into this case to establish facts on the withdrawal of Mr 

Manyi’s case of dismissal, we may want to balance such an interest with a 

desire to establish the circumstances under which he was dismissed and view 

that against the established procedure for dismissing a Director General, for 

us to conclude that, indeed, there was a dismissal and therefore something to 

withdraw. 
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(l) Ms Oliphant did not indicate anything about that because he was already 

dismissed, they say, two or three days before her appointment as a Minister. 

 
(m)  I indicated in my earlier statement of the 11th October that the details are 

with the Ministers involved, and that obviously records ought to exist 

somewhere in the Ministry/Department.  

 
(n) To be exact, this is what I said in response to a question on his dismissal: “I 

recall only limited information about this matter, refreshed through a copy of a 

letter sent to me by the investigators of the State Capture Commission.  

Working backwards, I can only imagine that a due dismissal process was 

done to arrive at a decision to dismiss and that the concurrence of Cabinet 

was sought and there was a President’s Minute to that effect, because I do 

not think of any other procedure that could have led to the dismissal. All this 

information I am giving is a stone thrown in the dark from me as there is really 

nothing I remember about details of this case and that the Executive 

Authorities concerned should respond to this question”. 

 
(o)  We now know from Ms Oliphant’s affidavit that, in addition to my Statement 

that I do not have facts about this case, she has no details because Mr Manyi 

was dismissed before she was appointed. 

 
(p)  I think it is just fair to request the Commission to give me support on things 

that I have no control on and are needed for my role as a witness to give 

proper evidence to the Commission, given the reality exposed in the section 

dealing with situational analysis in the conclusion section below. 
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