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IN THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS OF STATE
CAPTURE, CORRUPTION AND FRAUD IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR
INCLUDING ORGANS OF STATE (“THE COMMISSION”)

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE VREDE DAIRY PROJECT

SWORN AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned,

WILLIE BASSON

hereby declare under oath as follows:

1. | am a major businessman conducting business under the name and style

of Vrede Trekkers & Grondwerke situated at 13 Kerk Street, Vrede, Free

State Province.

2. The content of this affidavit is true and correct and falls within my own
personal knowledge, unless the contrary clearly appears from the context

or is otherwise stated.

3. | have been approached by investigators associated with the Commission

of Inquiry into Allegations of State Capture, Fraud and Corruption in the /
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Public Sector and certain Organs of State (“the Commission™) to provide

information as to my knowledge relating to Estina (Pty) Ltd (Registration
No. 2008/015033/07) (“Estina”y and the Vrede Integrated Dairy Project

(“the dairy project/dairy farm”).

I own and operate a construction company in Vrede. | also hire out
earthmoving equipment, plant and machinery. In addition, | am a farmer,
and am well versed in cattle farming. | know and am well known to many
of the farming community in Vrede, and have many contacts within that

industry.

In this regard and during or about 2012 to 2014 | was contracted either by
Estina itself, alternatively one of Estina’s contractors and more particularly
EG Construction as represented by Mr. Koos Eksteen and another
gentleman known to me only as Floris to assist in various construction
works as a subcontractor. By way of example | was contracted to clear,
level and compact the farm surface, prior to any construction work taking

place on the dairy farm.

| was also contracted to enlarge the dam on the farm, and later to provide
feed for the cattle on the farm. As such | found myself regularly on the

Vrede Dairy farm.
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During or about March 2013 | was contracted for purposes of attending to
the drainage and certain construction and earthmoving works related to
various of the cattle sheds in which the dairy cows would be fed and/or
housed. | attach hereto as annexure “WB1” a copy of the invoice issued

by myself in respect of the said work.

During or about 2013 | was approached by Mr. C Prasad (“Mr. Prasad”) to

assist in the establishment of what was called the processing plant.

In this regard and due to the fact that | have various plant and machinery
and | am the only provider of such plant and machinery in and around
Vrede, it made logical sense for them to approach me to assist with the

establishment of the processing plant.

| can confirm that the parts from the processing plant appeared to have
been shipped in containers and when they arrived on trucks at the Vrede
Dairy Farm it was required that they be removed.from the containers and
fitted in their appropriate positions in the processing plant. | was required

to provide various heavy lifting equipment to facilitate same.

| was personally present when much of the equipment was removed from
the containers and established in the processing plant. | immediately noted
that several of the stainless steel kettles and containers appeared used
and in fact were badly rusting and in a generally poor condition. In my view,

it appeared that this was not new equipment but rather second hand

e
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equipment from the condition that | noted. In this regard an invoice was
issued for these services, a copy of which is attached hereto as annexure

“WB2".

During or about 2013 | was contacted by Mr. Prasad to be of assistance
to Estina after approximately 100 of their cattle had died. In this regard, |
was required to excavate a suitable burial site, transport the carcasses of

the dead animals, bury them and then to refill the excavated site.

My observations of the cattle and being a cattle farmer myself, it was clear

that the majority of these cattle had died from hunger and malnutrition.

| assisted in the burial of cattle 2 to 3 times after this, however, the number
of cattle to be buried on those occasions were minimal (in comparison to

the first time) being between 10 to 15 cattle at a time.

During or about 2014 it became quite apparent to me that Estina was in
no position to feed its caltle. As such | approached Mr. Prasad and
informed him that he would require feed if his cattle were to survive the
winter months. It was very clear to me that the people in charge at the
project had absolutely no idea about cattle farming and the feed
requirements for such cattle in the area nor did they have the requisite

contacts to purchase and arrange animal feed for the cattle.
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In this regard | offered to be of assistance to purchase a quantity of animal
feed, however | wanted to be assured that | would be paid should | be able

to source and provide such cattle feed for the Vrede dairy farm.

Mr. Prasad assured me that | would be paid and accordingly | then
proceeded to procure approximately R1 million worth of cattle feed which
was promptly delivered to the farm. Accordingly, an invoice was provided
to Estina and it was duly paid. | attach hereto as annexure “WB3” a copy

of the invoice provided to Estina.

During the course of the dairy project and my involvement therein | came
to meet several of the persons tasked with the establishment of the Vrede
Dairy Farm. No less than 3 of these individuals were clearly Indian
nationals who had very limited ability to communicate in the English
language and who were identified to me by Mr. Prasad as being members

of the Gupta family.

Firnally, | was interviewed by journalists and as a result of such interview
an article was published, a copy of which article | attach hereto as

annexure “WB4”.

| was also asked by the investigators what | believed it would have cost to
construct the gates, guardhouse and gravel road entering the farm. In this
regard | understand from what | have read in the press that no less than

R2.5 million was charged for the construction of these items. In my view
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and opinion, it would have cost nothing more than between R500,000.00

and R600,00.00.

22. This is all | wish to declare at this stage.
s

P // ;
/  DEPONENT

7 i
?gaaér—and sworn before me at L/ ﬂﬁé"‘ this /1 ¢ day of
- L}\ AL ALE 2019 after the deponent declared that the deponent is familiar
with the contents of this statement and regards the prescribed oath as binding on the
deponent’s conscience and has no objection against taking the said prescribed oath.
There has been compliance with the requirements of the Regulations contained in
Government Gazette R1258, dated 21 July 1972 (as amended).

COMMISSIONER OF OATHS: @ hoyr |

FULL NAMES: 3 /A v J/ﬁpi-\

CAPACITY: pa [ c& =g At
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Ir 2arly 2014, the National Treasury sent a sCaihing report to Mr. Magashule, the premier of
‘Free State, and told the province to'stop-paying Estina. Bur i tookK Free State another sjx

-months 1o take the farm back. The province even continued to pay Estina another 811 miltion
. alter officially terminating the-contract. court documents show,

L e—

mean Lo empowenblack fatmérs ike Mr. Dhlamini further e
te men in Vrede, Willie Basson. With a flea

— U5, advertising:hi ‘business all over town.:Mr. Basser isthe
,vfede aﬂﬁ.._hﬁfﬁad..bgﬂd me.dagry farm. i _'

y;igzst:doz_p,tg}ggts;gﬁg;this-t_'o_ gel money.” ne.said in an interview in his off 2. “Th

Ry

©perate. but, lckily. they paid rhe every ent.” Mr. Bassonsad.

SHeJIES tottenvin this place here,

Alrica nad become a generata
BALOUt ihe Viede dairy farm case for yeat

# was a measure of 4
_apartheid that not

The national poij I
< alarms about t -
. In Free State,
. Grcumstance

ial government auditer _ Bjects in the g

& Ccaracking'in 2013. fx Warden. 2 {own where M. Zwane
itician who had campaigred against corruni In public ho
& just outside Wiskhage i (H1e7:3 igations resy

- :Moses Tshai
~.department.
home, Vusi N
‘fatally shot a
arrests in githy

2 -dairy farm -h_a(diy hurt b5 career

- Dufing Mr. Zuma's presidency, thé Su oIS increasingly nomicaag
_._inﬁuénbe-hy'fcrgmg'g;ge F 8 with g ent. his son and politic -aﬂées-ﬁ&g e .

- the provindial - premier orsed the dairy farm vroject. A lawyer for Atul Ggp

flic-money sgent on :he.q‘air; farmr did not . h

~..prosecutors tried to rec er f
. dor an interview with his i .

. The Guptas’ influence, ang m:;_ bly difCt igie. i the appointen; %ﬁers’an@a‘tﬁéf A
i fmpartait govemment offiials has b ”‘; ;ﬁ@ te "ﬁi ‘ﬁ*ﬂ,‘ orandis expectedto.

“bea _fecﬁs';:{ffa 'raecegi.f_iyybegt_.ﬁn; gover_;:_men uibiic ption.

| ;nAugustamsaccezﬁ:ngto __the_.-';ég_k_éd;.-emaiis_.'_To_dy.Guma, the younges! '_af methreabrmhers B

..-réfs;m{éés;l_gﬁe;bf.}ﬁé}mqsi_'{frhﬁqrgéf}t-—_'-_-'_-a_a"nd'gio__tant_i'a}fy lucrative — portiplics. =

Stortly akter his appointment, M. Zwane want to Zurich with Tbﬂy_GuME-anﬁ-m__-wiﬁa an-
executive from Glencore, the giant internationat commaodilies and mining: firm. At the time; the. -
vaasweremﬁgtobw a Glencore coal mine. In a 2016 report on corruption, the Public >
“Protector called Mr. ZWana’s‘-Iabbying-in"SWitzeﬂa{n'd “potentially uniawfui,” R




